
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – CREWKERNE 

Motorway   J25 M5 
OS grid ref  ST441093 
Population   7,000   
Post code  BA18 
Dialling Code  01480 
Local Authority South Somerset 
UK Parliament  Yeovil 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   David Laws (Lib Dem) 
 
Location 
Crewkerne is ituated 9 miles (14km) south west of Yeovil and 7 miles (11km) east of Chard 
close to the border with Dorset. The town lies on the River Parrett and A30 road and West of 
England main railway line. 
 
What’s in a name? 
The name Crewkerne is thought to be derived from Cruc-aera; from the British ‘cruc’ – a 
spur of a hill, and the Old English ‘aera’ – a store house. 
 
History 
Crewkerne is first mentioned in 899 in the will of Alfred the Great, being described as a royal 
manor in the Doomsday survey. Crewkerne Castle was possibly a Norman motte castle. 
 
The town grew on the textile industry particuarly during the 18th and 19th century providing 
cloth including webbing and sails for the Royal Navy, as well as being popular coaching  
stop. 
 
Employers 
The most notable employer is perhaps the Ariel Motor Company produces of the Ariel Atom 
high performance sports car; although actual employs few people. The town has a number 
of supermarkets although the opening of a large Waitrose store in 2008 was seen as being 
significant to the town’s future prospects. 
 
The railway station on the edge of the town is a grade II listed building and provides 
communications to London and across the south west rail network. 
 
Industrial Estates 
Cropmead Trading Estate 
Crewkerne Business Park 
 
Not a lot of people know that………. 
Josuha Fry was born in the town in 1699 before becoming a surveyor, adventurer, 
mapmaker, soldier and member of the House of Burgesses; the legislature of the colony of 
Virginia (USA). 
 
William Phelps also of the town emigrated to the American Colonies and became founder of 
Dorchester, Massachsetts and Windsor, Connecticut. 
 


